Janina

A FEW weeks ago, I purchased
the book: Bun Janina run!” by
Marjan Brouwers and Jean-
netle van Ditzhuijzen. I had
read about the book in the Na-
pa and it peaked my curiosity,
There have been many booka
and movies mades about the ge-
cond World War and T've read
and seen my share of them; 1
can honestly say however that
none of them touched me as
miieh ag this atory did. I eoald
be that I'm now at a more ‘ma-
ture’ age; 1 can appreciate and
relate bebter with the charac-
bers. Bul I also think il has
to do with the [act that it felt
closer Lo home. The mere facl
that Janina, the main cha-
racter 1n the book, resides in
Curagan, somehow made me
fea] like T wasn't just reading
a story about a pirl during the
war, instead I Gelt as if the sto-
ry wad aboul someone elose to
me, my own ralative,

It somehow made all the

atrocities her family endored
mora real and I found mysell
constantly flipping back io
the first pape where there iz a
time-line indicating the dates
of birth and death of each fa-
mily member Whenever it
became certain that a family
member was not going to ma-
ke it I would Dip back to the
timeline hoping in vain to dis-
cover that, no, her mother, bro-
thers, sister, cousing, aunt and
uncles or her prandparents
waren't poing Lo die yet, that
they still had a few years ledt.
And each time it was 8 blow
to me because T would diseover
that, ves. . they would die.

I can only imapine the heart-
break that Janina muost have
gong through losing all her
lowed ones one by one and the
amount of courage it took for
har to survve this ordeal. ..
she was only ten years old!

Bul what touched me most
in thiz story, was geeing how

much the Kate family loved
epach other and all the sacri-
hees each made to wtimately
keep Janina safe. How Bertha
even through the bra
loging little Moshe to typhoid
and Chaskel in a Feak sec-
dent, she still found the eou-
rage, strength and love Lo pro-
lect her remaining children;
prodigious Blima, who would
have [or sure become a ascho-
lar, constandly with her nose in
books, cheerful Bumelk, the jo-
ker of the house, who would've
become a doebor if he had only
been piven the chancae to live
and ol course, little Janina,
the jov 1in her life and the only
child zshe was ultimataly able
lo gave. Then there iz anfor-
pettable bobe Dwora, who in
her zpecial way managed Lo
keep the family poing through
it all

The book tells a sbory not just
about the ravapes of war, but
more importantly, about a fa-

pody of

mily’s eourape, love and heart-
break. Most of them didn’t get
a chance to live a full Life, buat
I feel honored to have read
about them. I never personal-
Iy met Bertha, Leon, Chaskel,
Mosghe, Blima, Bumek or bobe
Dwora, but after reading the
book I did have the pleasare,
through a [riend who sar-
priged me by arranging a vi-
git, to meet Janina, I was 8o
overcome with emotion that
I could barely pet a word out.
All T managed to ask her was
il T eould give her a hup, which
I did!

S0, now that my feelinpga are
back wnder control I ean [G-
nallyv sayv what I wanded to tall
her that day: Janina, I want
vou b koow that thanks to
vou, I will always remember
vour beautiful family Thank

vou for sharing your story._.
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